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are melting, rolls down in immense force. From time im-
memorial boatmen have sailed its courses, and because it is
such a highway for commerce all the famous cities of this
part of India lie on its bank, or that of its great tributary the
Jumna; Delhi, Agra, Cawnpore, Allahabad, Chunar, Patna,
Benares and many more. For the same reason the great
English cantonments in Bengal were established on its banks,
and for many years a steamer flotilla was a forerunner of a
railway system, and indeed to this day it is still a steamer
highway for many places that are not on the railway
line.

The Ganges sent her steamers to conquer the Tigris, with
the Irrawaddi, the Nile, the Indus and the Thames. Besides
the entirely holy, priest-ridden and temple-laden city of
Benares, many a holy place and shrine are on its shores.
Allahabad that was the Hindu Prag, where Ganges and
Jumna mingle, is especially revered, and holds high revel
with pilgrimage and fair. So much is this so that within the
British and erstwhile Moslem fortress of Allahabad, where
there is a Hindu temple, a special subway, open though
guarded, admits the pilgrim under the very fortress walls to
the shrine within.

Travellers' tales have often told of the half-burned corpses
floating on its waters. Firewood is dear, Hindus are poor
even when high-caste, and a half-scorched body on the holy
river is as well on its way to heaven as a wholly burnt one
elsewhere.

For a century, troops, especially European troops, were
moved on its waters, in a form of vast houseboat, and those
who have ever read Little Henry and his Bearer, written perhaps
a hundred years ago, will remember the description of a
Queen's regiment sailing up the stream. It is an extremely
life-like and accurate record of the Ganges of that period,
and how folk moved thereon.

The Ganges boatman, like the Arab-descended mariners
of the Indus, is a hardy and venturous man of his craft.